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Mattie is a member of the Cumberland Presbyterian church. She is very religious and loves her church. 





The Cumberland Presbyterian church was formed with Rev. Samuel McAdow, Rev. Finis Ewing, and Rev. Samuel King on February 4, 1810.





"Cumberland" came from the area's name (the Cumberland River valley); "Presbyterian" described the form of government. By 1900, the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was the third largest Presbyterian or reformed body in the United States. This ties in well with the time and place that the book is set in.





The author (Charles Portis) lived in Arkansas and was also a Cumberland Presbyterian. It would almost seem that Mattie’s strong religious upbringing is a reflection of the upbringing the author had.





Mattie’s father is mentioned to be a mason. This suggests on top of what Mattie already says about her father that he is a man of good character as the masons principles are:


Faith must be the centre of our lives.


All men and women are the children of God.


No one has the right to tell another person what he or she must think or believe.


Each person has a responsibility to be a good citizen, obeying the law.


It is important to work to make the world a better place for all.


Honour and integrity are keys to a meaningful life.


I can’t say whether or not Charles himself was a mason. But he has written another novel (Masters of Atlantis) on secret cult societies that also involves the Masons.











